
U.6 WX’ARTMENT OF MSWXJLTURE 
OfIke of Infommtion 

preesservice . 

in 
Addressing the 14th ‘IJational Game Conference/session 

at the Hotel Pennsylvania in New York City, December 5 and 6, under the auspices 

of the American ,&me Protective Association, Paui G, Xedington, chief of the 

Biological Survey of the United States Departmei;t of Agriculture covered the 

field of the relations’bet?l;een sportsmen and game protectors and the govcrn- 

mental agency concerned. in the regulation of wild life, As leading considera- 

tions, Mr. Pedington: mcticned the 2t >sirability of ketiping poli+Yics out of the 

aclninistration of r;zl:e -fp- a .L&rs; of the need for research as a .b::se for ?1’;:3 

re@aticn; of the progress of the katerfowl consus~~ co7 under “;ay; of the 

inlperetive need for prompt action in providing g&me refuges. He discussed the 

surpluses of some animals and birds that may follorc a protective policy, and 

sxgestcd the creation of public skooting grounds as one n,ethod of controliing 

surplus ; menticned the need for cntelope reserv&tions similar to those for elk; 

referred to the value of xi10 life for food end sport in Alaska; and. to the 

need for more interest on the pxrt of American sportsmen in the gaxe problc2m 

of the territory; and urged organizations of sportsmen to give ;rstive -;nd I-o>-al 
. 

support to game wardens everywhere. h;r. medington altic rcforred to York that 
, 

ist&ow under may in the Biological survey program, snu exphasized the perils 

. to varicus species of game dlid tc man m(Llich exist in the recently discovered 

tularemi a, a bacterial r?ic;cr;;e c;rr:ed 5-y rabbits, 3qui x-i-cl 5 asd 0 t.hzr a;; LA::? 1 :; , 

and transmissible t.o aan, 

their tocsin in favor of the elinination of politics from gatie a.dministration, . . 

and while many StLtes by t? r.ac: t*r ril-, t jj. tr;v ti -C;ivfn Srt?‘-ter 1iberalit.y tc their q- 

pointive or elective officers in the handling of g&Tie n;atters, thG:re i:; still, _.. . 
4 
~~,.$JJ,,~ou vi11 ackn3Pledgo, some ciisttilce to trzvel along this line Sefore -ne can 

‘3WWudo that game administrators have a fret: hmd to carry oat their ideas.” 
‘i\iib’-i’. - 

,believed the Gme Conference anA all s?o;=ts:nen sha-zld cont,inQe to stress this 
point, that game or conserva%io2 corrfiAissioners 
t0 tkeir political affLliations 

dio::.ld be chosen !Wthout regard 

?rli thin t.he 
cold solelg fcr :‘r-e%r ability a%C Irr,oq!ledge 

fitild of Tilt-life oor.serVation, It th&t :belr exeoutive officers 
should hc,ld office as lcng a3 thty hre conigetent shd. efficient, sn6 should 
have the right to select the? r ,qc,sist,%nts -ithout regard to roliticel influtnze. 
“The executive officer an.3 his gssist:antz g3ould be given tne bulvsrk of civil 
service protection. 11 
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AS to the need for resenrch, hir. Sedington s::id, Vithcut a knov:ledge of 

the life histories 2nd habits of our birds and anin-ls, the ndmfnistr&or 7.-Gil be 

:?orking largely in the dark. Exile splendid pro{;ress hss becn made in mild life 

research, there is much yet to be done.” 

The dise;~se cr.llcd tulrreria, Mr. %edin@on explained, was found in {;ronnd 

squirrels in 1911 and in j&:r,?.‘obits in 1919. It is described as “debilitsting, 

disabling, 2nd frequently fatal.” It is caned by qn orgsnism, Bacterixnm tul:rerxe, 

and in jxk rabbits, snonshoe rabbits, and cottontail rabbits is responsible for 

epizootics that kill off there anir.ials locoll;~ in great numbers. In the Vest, the 

disease i.s carried fro;:1 animal to ani;:,al and to can, chiefly by the bites of in- 

fectcd deer flies and ticks. Xan also becomes infected by hondlin,g rabbit CS- 

c as se s c;he n dre s sing them. He rr;;cor.n:anded a ten day quarantine for rabbits irqortcl? 

ed from infected districts. Several other animals are susceptible to the disease, 

Eeferring to the M&q?ator’y Bird Tr(:aty Act, Xr. Redington assure:: tLe 

sportsmen that unless a.n emergency should arise no important changes in shooting 

reBulstion would be recoxriended until more coqlete knoxledge of the game situa- 

tion had been obtained throu& “,he agency of the waterfowl census no:; under way. 

More than 2,300’ volunteer cooperE.tors are asListing the survey in this census. 

“It is my firm conviction, 1’ the s~caker emphasized, I’that the sportsmen 
and bird lovers of this country ba-e coma to a place %htiro they xust liish or 
cut bait 1 on the matter of Federal rI:fugos for migratory birds. !?he matter of 
legislation to benefit watariocl is one that is distinctly up to those indfvid- 
uals and org3nizationswho have really at heart the cause of these birds. *!I% at 
the Federal Government should to a gre::,ter extent redeem its obligations to 
Canada in tha siatter of providin, * sanctuaries for wnterfoml is b:ayond quibble. 
G ive the refuge program a chance to Vork; it may cventwlly pr’ec’iude the imposi- 
tion of more strirqcnt restrictive measures.” 

Turning to tk,e gaxe surnhcs qroble:!? he mentioned that the El% CoxAssion 
had recommended thnt increase h f the Y~llorstonc herd above the optimum number 
for the forage availsble should bo dis3osed of, Treferably by hunting, or if nec- 
essary by official killing. Similar pkincipl,-0 &., xight be laid don for other g=Ae 
and birds. 

ffT.he rild lifz Coiditlonf5 in the territory of ~las!~a dceerve consideration 
at the h;eni of this conference,” Kr. E&dir&on asxerted. “In that great ~OS- 
session of the TJ’nittd States is to be found a n>tr,bie array of the big game 
nammals of the Earth Lericsn c:ontintint, as 7:ei.l as reprE:sent:it,ives of I.ost of 
the fur-beariw ani;izls. It is nlcessexy ‘to pspctw.te wild gen3e net er+Y for 
Sport but as food for Alaska,n residents,” Fe commented on the good reception oi 
the three-year-old Alaskan gxiie lar;. “ISvery year sees a largar nwber of sports- 
.men coming frOIii all parts of the world to Alaska to p,eciire gpw trophies, and 
the annual toll on s-uch noted qx~o ani..~~.ls a4 the: mountain sheq, the mountain 
goat, and the brown boar is becoming henvirr , If there was over a chance given 
game administrators to ?ut into effect Q  real gxle a&inistration, it is in the 
territory of Alaska, ‘1 

’ 1 , In closing. Mr. &di@on :1:&e 2 piea mfor tile acttire su$qgort of the Cports- 
i.& end conservationists for the game wardens, county, State, and Federal. 
These me& face a difficult task. !&ey are likely to be shot down by ga.~e-lag. 
violators, and ?nxst not shoot except in self-defense, thus giving thr: outlax all 
the advantage. ‘1 He also spo:<e in aqrroietion of the cordial s:lp-E;ort the 
Biological Survey had received fro:2 sportsxen and consarvationiats, and fro:3 
State game departments . 

3904x 


